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CONFIDENTIAL KINSHASA 5772 

E.O. 11652: XGDS2 

TAGS: ECON, ELTN, EARL, EMIN 

SUBJECT: MINERALS SHIPMENTS FROM SHABA 

REF: KINSHASA 5461 

1 . ACCORDING TO A RELIABLE SOURCE IN SOZACOM, THE BENGUELA RAILROAD 
EXPECTS TO HAVE THE CAPACITY TO CARRY ZAIRE'S EXPORTS AT 55 
PERCENT OF PRE-WAR CAPACITY AND IMPORTS AT 60 PERCENT OF PRE-WAR 
CAPACITY FOLLOWING A MID-JULY RESUMPTION OF SERVICE TO ZAIRE. 
SOZACOM WILL TRY ITS FIRST EXPORT SHIPMENT AT THE END OF JULY. THIS 
SHIPMENT WILL PROBABLY BE MANGANESE ORE. WHICH HAS BEEN STOCKPILED 
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AT THE 13,000 MT/MONTH LEVEL AND RISE TO 20,000 MT/MONTH. 

AT THE PRESENT TIME SOZACOM HAS NO PLANS TO USE THE BENGUELA 
RAILROAD FOR COPPER EXPORTS, DUE TO THE HIGH VALUE OF THE 
COPPER (IN COMPARISON WITH MANGANESE) AND ITS IMPORTANCE TO THE 
ZAIRIAN ECONOMY, WHILE CONCERN CONTINUES FOR THE LINE'S SECURITY. 
SOURCE ADDED THAT ZAMBIA IS NOT EXPECTED TO USE THE LINE BECAUSE 
OF SECURITY QUESTIONS AND REMAINING DIFFERENCES WITH ANGOLA. 

2. COMMENT: MANGANESE ORE IS A HIGH VOLUME, LOW VALUE PRODUCT 
WHICH CAN BE PROFITABLY EXPORTED ONLY VIA THE BENGUELA RAILROAD 
(15,000 MT HAVE BEEN STRANDED IN LOBITO SINCE MID-1975) AND AS SUCH 
IS A LOGICAL CANDIDATE FOR TESTING THE RAILROAD'S OPERATION. 

PRODUCTION OF MANGANESE HAS CONTINUED, BUT THERE HAS BEEN NO 
EXPORTATION SINCE THE BENGUELA RAILROAD CEASED OPERATIONS INTO 
ZAIRE DURING AUGUST 1975. DURING 1974, THE LAST FULL YEAR OF SHIP- 
MENTS, ZAIRE EXPORTED 287,734 MT OF MANGANESE ORE WORTH APPROXIMATELY 
US $5 MILLION. THE JOINT COMMUNIQUE ISSUED FOLLOWING THE RECENT 
MEETING OF THE MIXED-ZAIRIAN-ANGOLAN COMMISSION DISCUSSED RESUMPTION 
OF SERVICE ON THE BENGUELA RAILROAD BUT NO OFFICIAL DATE HAS BEEN 
ANNOUNCED FOR THE REOPENING. 
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